BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
enormous vessels is a very costly matter and it follows
therefore that the country with the biggest financial
resources can permit itself the greatest number of them.
For this reason the British government believes that,
for the present at least, it can maintain a sufficiently
great lead over all its possible rivals.
The two battleships mentioned and the fastest
battle-cruiser, H.M.S. Hood, which is the biggest war-
ship afloat, were put into commission after the World
War. The twelve other big ships of the line were
built either during or before the war, and at the
moment they are being modernized at a cost in excess
of their original building costs. After their modern-
ization they will, it is believed, be equal to new vessels
in all respects.
The number of warships in commission in the British
Navy before the war was very considerably greater
than it is to-day. In 1914 Great Britain had 58 battle-
ships ; to-day she has only 12. In 1914 there were
14 battleships on the stocks ; to-day there are only 7.
In 1914 she had 9 armoured cruisers in commission
and one on the stocks ; to-day she has only 3 armoured
cruisers. In 1914 she had in cruisers (including 5
cruisers in the Dominion forces, however) in commission
and 21 on the stocks ; to-day she has only 40 cruisers
and 17 on the stocks. In 1914 she had 166 torpedo-
boats and torpedo-boat destroyers in commission and
36 on the stocks ; in the spring of 1938 she had only
89 in commission, though she had 40 on the stocks.
Further, the fighting value of warships has consider-